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and Colouring Book



Located within the
 world-famous K

illarney National
 Park, Muckross

 House is 

situated in beauti
ful surroundings,

 close to the east
ern shores of the 

Muckross or

Middle Lake. Co
mpleted in 1843, t

he House was bu
ilt for Henry Arthur Herbert

of Muckross and
 his Scottish wife

 Mary Balfour.

The Herbert fami
ly crest incorpora

ted a mythical dr
agon-like beast, 

known as the

Wyvern. This creatu
re formed the insp

iration for Herbi
e Herbert, the ima

ginary 

character who dw
ells among the pa

ges of this activi
ty book. 

The English Quee
n Victoria was a

mong the many gu
ests who were ente

rtained at

Muckross House
 by the Herbert f

amily. She spent 
two nights at Muc

kross

during her visit to
 Killarney in August 1861. 

The Vincent fami
ly owned Muckro

ss during the earl
y part of the 20

th century.

One of their most
 famous guests w

as the Irish poet W
illiam Butler Yea

ts.

The family later 
gifted Muckross

 to the Irish peopl
e and it became I

reland's very

first National Pa
rk on January 1, 

1933.  



Welcome to 
Muckross House 
and Gardens. 

Your Guide Today 
will be Herbie Herbert.

Welcom
e to

Muckro
ss



This is Herbie Herbert, the Muckross Dragon. 
He lives in Muckross House. The Herbert family 
once owned Muckross. They adopted Herbie 

when he was very young.

Herbie would like to tell you about his home.



The Herbert family liked Herbie so much 
they put him on their family crest.

Why not write a motto 
for your family below.

Herbie s
ays, 

'Create a
 crest 

for you
r 

family 
by 

drawing
 your

favourit
e 

animal 
on 

this sh
ield.'



Muckross House,

I   am
 

years old
?

It 
took

 
fou
r 
years 

to 
bu
ild 

M
u
ck
ross 

H
ou
se, 
H
erbie 

H
erbert’s 

h
om
e. 

H
e 
w
as 
born 

in 
1843, 

th
e 
year 

th
e 
h
ou
se 
w
as 
com
pleted.

H
ow
 
old 

is 
H
erbie? 

 



It takes 
Herbie 

20 minutes 
to climb the 
wobbly wooden 
attic stairs.

It takes 
Herbie 30 
minutes to 
climb the 
main stairs 
with the nice 
red carpet.

It takes 
Herbie 25 
minutes to 
climb the 
cold stone 
basement 
stairs.

Herbie's bedroom is in the attic and the stairs are very
difficult for this small dragon to climb. How long do 

you think it takes him to climb from the
basement to the attic?        



Herbie can remember the year 1861. That year the English Queen 
Victoria came to stay with the Herbert family at Muckross. 
She wanted to meet Herbie, but he was shy and hid away.



W
h
er
e 
is
 

th
at
 s
il
ly
 

D
ra
go
n

H
ee
, 
h
ee



Your Majesty

Mr Herbert  

welcomed the 

Queen to Muckross. 

What do you think

Herbie heard 
him say?



Mr Herbert’s wife Mary loved to paint and 
the Queen greatly admired her paintings. 

Many of Mary’s paintings still hang 
on the walls of Muckross House.



Lots of people once worked at Muckross House. 
There was a Butler, a Cook, and a Housekeeper,

as well as several Housemaids 
and Servant Boys. 



I will not
allow a fiery
dragon in 
this house.

Herbie was afraid of 
the Butler who did 
not want a dragon 
with fiery breath 
in the house.



       
    

      
     



Herbie is trying to draw the big 
bird from the wallpaper in

the Billiard room. Can you help 
him add the tail and feathers?



Colour this bird as you would like it to 
appear on the wallpaper in your bedroom. 



This pretty mirror is decorated with blue glass. It hangs 
in the Drawing-room of Muckross House. Pretend you are 

looking into the mirror and draw your reflection.



Herbie loves to watch the native Irish Red Deer
that roam the landscape close to his home.



Le
ar
n 
to
 
dr
aw
 
a 
de
er
 
by
 
fo
llo
w
in
g 
th
es
e 
fo
u
r 
st
ep
s.
 

Y
ou
 
w
il
l 
ne
ed
 
a 
pe
nc
il
 
an
d 
an
 
er
as
er
. 



Long 
after 

th
e 
H
erberts 

h
ad 
departed,

M
u
ck
ross 

becam
e 
th
e 
h
om
e 
of 
th
e 
V
incent 

fam
ily. 

T
h
eir 

tw
o 
Ch
ildren,

R
osie 

and 
Billy,

h
ad 
m
u
ch
 
fu
n 
playing 

overlook
ing 

th
e 
lak
e. 
 



H
er
bi
e 
lo
ve
s 
to
 
re
la
x
 
in
 
th
e 
be
au
ti
fu
l 
ga
rd
en
s 
th
at
 

su
rr
ou
nd
 
M
u
ck
ro
ss
 
H
ou
se
.
T
h
ey
 
co
nt
ai
n 
m
an
y 
co
lo
u
rf
u
l 

fl
ow
er
in
g 
pl
an
ts
 
an
d 
sh
ru
bs
.

H
yd
ra
ng
ea

R
h
od
od
en
dr
on



The Vincent family welcomed many 
guests to Muckross during the 1920s, 
including the famous Irish poet 

William Butler Yeats.

  
 



The poet 
has mislaid 
his notebook 
and pencil. 
Can youhelp 

him find them?

Complete the 
crossword below

Down
1. Name the second family to live at Muckross
2. Name the queen who visited Muckross
3. Name this big house near Killarney
6. Type of native deer found in Killarney

Across
4. Name of the family who built Muckross House
5. Name the nearest town to Muckross
7. The name of a famous Irish poet



Please help 
Herbie's friend
the Red Squirrel
find his store 
of nuts.

Herbie
says

Bye, b
ye

www.muckrosshouseresearchlibrary.ie
We gratefully acknowledge the collaboration of Killarney artist Ronnie Moore in the production of this book. 


